Letter from the Ministry of Agriculture

# 14-1-2-4/656
June 15, 2009

The Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Kazakhstan, in response to your letter of May 19, 2009 concerning the “Moinak Electricity Transmission Project”, reports the following.

According to the Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan “On Specially Protected Natural Territories (hereafter, “On SPNT”) any activity on the land of specially protected natural territories that fails to correspond with their intended purpose is prohibited.

The following zones are distinguished on the territory of national park: protective regime, ecological stabilization, tourist and recreational activity, and limited economic activity (“On SPNT”, Article 45, point 1).

Within all of the aforementioned zones of a national park, no form of economic activity, including that entailed by the construction of 220-kV overhead transmission lines (OHTL), is permitted, other than those activities needed to guarantee the protection and proper functioning of the park itself (“On SPNT”, Article 45, points 2,3,4,5,6,7).

Taking the aforementioned into account, we believe that the planned construction of two OHTL connecting the Moinak Hydro Power Plant with the Shelek and Sary-Ozek substations via the territory of Altyn-Emel and Charyn national parks will contradict the law “On SPNT”.
M. Orazaev

Deputy Minister
Translated by Glenn Kempf.
