Letter from the Committee for Environmental Regulation and Control of the Ministry for Environment Protection 
# 06-03-01-6/6337


June 12, 2009

The Committee for Environmental Regulation and Control of the Ministry for Environment Protection of the Republic of Kazakhstan, having considered your letter #056 of May 5, 2009, reports the following.

According to Article 2 of the Environmental Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the conservation and use of  specially protected natural territories (hereafter, SPNT) is regulated by special laws of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

The environmental requirements for the placement of settlements, sites for industry, power generation, transport, and communications, military and defense installations, and structures not connected with the goals and use of SPNT are established by the Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan “On Specially Protected Natural Territories”.

The coordination of the activities of state agencies and the implementation of state policy with regard to specially protected natural territories rests with the responsible agency, the Forestry and Hunting Committee of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

The legal regime for the land of specially protected natural territories prohibits any activity not corresponding to their intended purpose.

The responsible agencies in the field of environmental protection conduct state environmental assessments.

With regard to the Moinak Hydro Power Plant, the Ministry of Environment Protection of the Republic of Kazakhstan considered the following:

· “Preliminary Environmental Impact Assessment (Pre-EIA) for Technical-Economic Assessment of the Construction of the Moinak Hydro Power Plant on the Charyn River” – approved in 2005 on the condition that amendments and suggestions be added to the conclusion.

· “Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). The Moinak Hydro Power Plant. Primary Structures” – approved in 2009.

· Project “Counter-Regulator of the Moinak Hydro Power Plant on the Charyn River. Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)” – not approved.

According to Article 53 of the Environmental Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan, additional materials were required for the EIA “Counter-Regulator of the Moinak Hydro Power Plant on the Charyn River”, including approval from the Forestry and Hunting Committee of the Ministry of Agriculture of the RK.

In addition, the client failed to guarantee openness and public access to decision-making.

In 2007, the Almaty Oblast Department of Environmental Protection approved the technical-economic assessment for “Power Transmission from the Moinak Hydro Power Plant”. In doing so, the electricity transmission plan with the choice of routes for the 220-kV overhead transmission lines (OHTL) was not examined.

The joint stock company “Kazakhstan Electricity Grid Operating Company” (KEGOC) provided an official explanation regarding the Moinak Electricity Transmission Project (hereafter, the Project), according to which specialized organizations contracted by the company are currently conducting studies on the choice of possible routes for the 220-kV OHTL.

On the basis of the aforementioned, the compliance or lack thereof of the project with environmental legislation may be judged only after the possible routes for the 220-kV OHTL envisaged for the KEGOC’s Moinak Electricity Transmission Project have been submitted for state environmental assessment.
S. Mutashev

Chairman

Translated by Glenn Kempf.

